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Create a high-quality cartoon-style vertical portrait of Norodom Monineath, preserving her facial identity in a
new artistic style. Include the Royal Palace, Angkor-inspired architecture, and the Cambodian flag in a vibrant
festive background. Use rich gold, blue, and red tones to represent Cambodian heritage and royalty. Dignified,
respectful, celebratory atmosphere; sharp focus, clean lines, vivid colors, high detail, premium-quality
illustration. Birthday poster format, no text or watermarks.
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"World-first' vaccine designed by artificial intelligence

Researchers at the University of Cambridge have used artificial intelligence to design a
"fundamentally new" type of vaccine that could prevent future pandemics by protecting
against broad groups of mutating viruses. In a first-of-its-kind human trial, this Al-engineered
vaccine was developed to target all coronaviruses including current Covid variants and
potential animal-borne threats by proactively targeting stable elements of the virus rather than
trying to keep up with constant mutations. While the research is still in its early stages, the

team is already applying this predictive Al technology to create similar vaccines for flu and
Ebola.

 BBC NEWS
Gallagher, J. (2026, June 5). 'World-first' vaccine designed by artificial intelligence. BBC. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrpggegwelo
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China's New Al Cybersecurity Tool On Par With Anthropic's Mythos
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Chinese Al models are advancing in cybersecurity, with Zhipu AI’'s GLM-5.2 reportedly
matching Anthropic’s Mythos in identifying software vulnerabilities and bugs. As an open-
weight model, GLM-5.2 can be downloaded, modified, and run independently, giving users
greater control but also raising concerns about potential misuse by hackers. Researchers
emphasize that AI’s growing capability in vulnerability detection increases the need to use Al
for patching security flaws before exploitation. The report also highlights China’s broader Al
cybersecurity efforts, including 360 Security Technology’s Al-powered tools, Tulongfeng for
automated vulnerability detection and Yitianzhen for cyber defense and incident response.

® NDTV World

NDTYV News Desk. (2026, June 28). China's New Al Cybersecurity Tool On Par With Anthropic's Mythos. NDTV World.
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/chinas-new-ai-cybersecurity-tool-on-par-with-anthropics-mythos-11698619
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Canada’s Al strategy to be released as survey suggests public trust gap

Canada’s forthcoming “Al for All” strategy aims to expand Al adoption across the public and
private sectors while building public trust in the technology. The strategy focuses on Al’s
economic potential, sovereign Al infrastructure, Al literacy and skills training, international
cooperation, and protecting Canadians and democracy. It will also be followed by legislation
addressing online harms, updates to privacy laws, and measures to criminalize sexualized Al-
generated deepfakes, alongside broader efforts to safeguard children, privacy, and personal
data.

* Global News
Boynton, S. (2026, June 3). Canada’s Al strategy to be released as survey suggests public trust gap. Global News.
https://globalnews.ca/news/11888860/canada-ai-strategy-preview/
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Anthropic urges industry coordination to allow for a ‘pause’ in Al
development if risks grow

Anthropic has proposed that leadmg AI companies develop a coordlnated mechanism to
temporarily pause advanced Al development if risks become too great, citing concerns that
increasingly capable Al systems could eventually improve themselves through recursive self-
improvement and reduce human control. The company argues that such a pause would allow
time for Al alignment research and societal safeguards while preventing less cautious actors
from gaining an advantage. The proposal comes amid broader discussions on Al governance,
with OpenAl emphasizing that governments should set Al rules and researchers warning that
Al-powered cyber threats, including adaptive Al worms, highlight the need for greater

collaboration among industry, governments, and academia to strengthen Al security.

. o The Associated Press
Chan, K. & O’Brien, M. (2026, June 6). Anthropic urges industry coordination to allow for a ‘pause’ in Al development if risks grow. 7he
Associated Press. https://apnews.com/article/anthropic-artificial-intelligence-ai-938c99158e5953601cf3322f1 cec12af
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Rising Emissions, Depleting Water and Vanishing Land—UN
Scientists: Al Is Threatening Natural Resources for Billions

A UN University report warns that Al’s rapidly growing energy demand is driving significant
carbon, water, and land impacts, with global Al data centers projected by 2030 to consume 945
terawatt-hours of electricity, water equivalent to the annual domestic needs of 1.3 billion
people in Sub-Saharan Africa, and more than 14,500 square kilometers of land. The report
emphasizes that Al’s environmental impact extends beyond carbon emissions, as reducing
emissions can increase water and land use, and highlights that inference accounts for 80-90%
of AI’s total energy consumption. It also warns that growing Al efficiency may increase overall
resource use through higher demand, while the benefits and environmental burdens of Al
infrastructure remain unevenly distributed. The report calls for sustainable Al governance
through transparent environmental reporting, efficient Al design, responsible infrastructure
planning, equitable access to Al computing, and international cooperation.

® United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment and Health

United Nations University Institute for Water, Environment and Health. (2026, June 3). Rising Emissions, Depleting Water and Vanishing Land—UN
Scientists: Al Is Threatening Natural Resources for Billions. https://unu.edu/inweh/news/environmental-cost-of-Als-Enrgy-use-carbon-water-and-land-
footprints
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PM launches Malaysia Digital 2030 action plan, a national
agenda towards an Al nation

Source: iStoke

Malaysia has launched the Malaysia Digital 2030 (MD2030) action plan to transform the country
into an “Al nation” and shift from being a technology consumer to a producer of home-grown digital
mnovation. The plan sets targets including increasing the digital economy’s GDP contribution to
30%, creating 500,000 high-value digital jobs, expanding fully online government services, and
generating major public sector savings through digitalisation. MD2030 is structured around seven
pillars covering government, economy, infrastructure, talent, society, trust and security, and
innovation, with a focus on Al integration, data-driven governance, workforce development, digital

infrastructure expansion, and strengthening research-to-commercialisation ecosystems.
«® Digital Government

Bernama. (2026, June 29). PM launches Malaysia Digital 2030 action plan, a national agenda towards an Al nation. The Edge.
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/808636
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EXCLUSIVE Indonesia plans to embed Al in key programmes,
including $15 billion free-meal drive, document shows

Source: iStoke

A draft Indonesian presidential regulation outlines a 20262029 roadmap to integrate Al across
government ministries and regional programmes, with the goal of increasing GDP by 12% (US$366
billion) by 2030. The plan includes using Al in the free meals programme to design region-specific
menus, predict food demand, monitor kitchen hygiene, detect irregularities, and integrate health data
for early warnings, as well as applying Al to health screenings and tuberculosis testing. The strategy
also proposes a sovereign Al fund, fiscal incentives for Al research, Al talent development, and
mandatory reporting of Al-related risks such as biometric misuse, intellectual property violations, and

deepfakes, while acknowledging challenges related to infrastructure and workforce skills.
& Reuters

Widianto, S. (2026, June 22). EXCLUSIVE Indonesia plans to embed Al in key programmes, including $15 billion free-meal drive, document shows.
Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/indonesia-plans-embed-ai-key-programmes-including-15-billion-free-meal-drive-2026-06-22/
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Singapore to pushfo wider regional Al adoption, cross-
border data flows as ASEAN chair

Singapore, as incoming ASEAN chair, plans to promote wider regional Al adoption across
Southeast Asia, particularly by helping SMEs use Al and by expanding shared digital resources
such as language models and governance toolkits. The country also supports more open and
interoperable cross-border data flows, arguing that effective data access is essential for Al
development and regional business growth. Singapore emphasized balancing data governance with
innovation, while backing regional frameworks like the Digital Economy Framework Agreement
(DEFA) to harmonize rules, improve Al governance coordination, and enable companies to scale
more easily across ASEAN markets.

of® Straits Times

Baharudin, H. (2026, June 17). Singapore to push for wider regional Al adoption, cross-border data flows as ASEAN chair. The Straits Times.
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/singapore-to-push-wider-regional-ai-adoption-cross-border-data-flows-as-asean-chair
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Secretary-General of ASEAN delivers remarks at the
International Investment Forum on Critical Minerals

Source: iStoke

At the International Investment Forum on Critical Minerals, the ASEAN Secretary-General
emphasized strengthening regional cooperation to develop sustainable and responsible critical
minerals supply chains across ASEAN. The remarks highlighted efforts to attract investment and
build resilient regional value chains as part of the ASEAN Critical Minerals Strategy under the
Philippines’ 2026 ASEAN Chairship Priority Economic Deliverable. The initiative aims to position

ASEAN as a competitive and trusted partner in the global critical minerals ecosystem through
coordinated regional development.

o The ASEAN Secretariat

The ASEAN Secretariat. (2026, June 4). Secretary-General of ASEAN delivers remarks at the International Investment Forum on Critical Minerals.
https://asean.org/secretary-general-of-asean-delivers-remarks-at-the-international-investment-forum-on-critical-minerals/
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Indonesia intensifies ASEAN collaboration to accelerate Al
adoption

Indonesia is expanding ASEAN cooperation on artificial intelligence through the “Al Ready
ASEAN” program, aimed at accelerating regional Al adoption and workforce readiness. The
initiative, launched with the ASEAN Foundation, will train an additional 250,000 digital talents
through online courses, workshops, and awareness campaigns, building on previous efforts that have
already reached millions of beneficiaries. The program highlights ASEAN’s shared goal of
strengthening Al skills and digital literacy to support the region’s growing digital economy and
enhance cross-border technological collaboration.

o Antara News

Antara News. (2026, June 4). Indonesia intensifies ASEAN collaboration to accelerate Al adoption.
https://en.antaranews.com/news/418017/indonesia-intensifies-asean-collaboration-to-accelerate-ai-adoption
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Secret cameras, mics and Al reveal rare Cambodia wildlife

Al is being used in Cambodia’s Cardamom Mountains alongside hidden cameras and
microphones to monitor and analyze wildlife in deep rainforest ecosystems. Conservation
teams use machine-learning systems trained on recorded animal calls—such as gibbon
vocalizations—to automatically identify species from bioacoustic data, helping detect and
study rare or hard-to-observe animals. The Al processes large volumes of recorded sound to
distinguish gibbon calls from other noises and supports efforts to document biodiversity,
track species presence, and strengthen conservation evidence for protecting the forest.

o Phys.Org

Hussein, S. & Se, S. (2026, June 25). Secret cameras, mics and Al reveal rare Cambodia wildlife. Phys.Org. https:/phys.org/news/2026-06-secret-
cameras-mics-ai-reveal.html
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ASEAN Revises Technology Framework, Launches Al Initiatives
Amid Cambodia’s Call for Greater Regional Unity

At the 22nd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Science, Technology and Innovation, ASEAN
approved reforms to its science and technology governance, launched a US$1.2 million
ASEAN Science, Technology and Innovation Fund (ASTIF) call for Al projects, and
operationalized a 4.2-petaFLOPS shared supercomputing hub in Indonesia to support regional
innovation. Cambodia emphasized the importance of regional cooperation in science,
technology, and innovation, proposed a permanent Ministerial Forum on Science, Technology
and Innovation, and highlighted national initiatives including the National Research
Foundation, the forthcoming Technology Transfer Law, and the Cambodia STI Roadmap
2030 to strengthen the regional innovation ecosystem.

s Khmer Times

Ben, S. (2026, June 28). ASEAN Revises Technology Framework, Launches Al Initiatives Amid Cambodia’s Call for Greater Regional Unity.
Khmer Times. https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501928988/asean-revises-technology-framework-launches-ai-initiatives-amid-cambodias-call-for-
greater-regional-unity/
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Cambodia courts European tech firms as AI and
data centre ambitions accelerate

Cambodia is accelerating its push to become a regional digital economy hub by attracting
European tech firms and promoting investment in Al, data centres, and digital infrastructure.
Government officials highlighted plans including nationwide 5G rollout, expansion of digital
public services, construction of Al laboratories, and development of large-scale data centres as
part of the country’s Science, Technology and Innovation Roadmap 2030. The initiative also
emphasizes Al policy development, digital skills training, and stronger industry—university
collaboration, while discussions with European companies focused on energy needs,
connectivity, and cooperation in Al education and technology development.

Source: iStoke

Q‘ The Phnom Penh Post

Hong, R. (2026, June 17). Cambodia courts European tech firms as Al and data centre ambitions accelerate. The Phnom Penh Post.
https://phnompenhpost.com/national/cambodia-courts-european-tech-firms-as-ai-and-data-centre-ambitions-accelerate/
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National Assembly Speaker asks Singapore to help train
technology and Al for National Assembly officials

Cambodia’s National Assembly has requested Singapore’s assistance in training officials in
digital technology and Al as part of efforts to modernize its administration into a “digital
parliament.” The initiative focuses on institutional digital transformation to improve efficiency,
transparency, and public service delivery, with an emphasis on building human resource
capacity in ICT and Al. Singapore responded positively, highlighting human resource
development as a key priority and expressing commitment to strengthening bilateral
cooperation in technology and training under a mutually beneficial partnership approach.

POV HLY LMJ v :’

Sou‘rce: iStoke

o Kampuchea Tmey

Hun, S (2026, June 6). National Assembly Speaker asks Singapore to help train technology and Al for National Assembly officials. Kampuchea
Tmey. https://www.kampucheathmey.com/local-news/1129952
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La French Phnom Penh Explores How Al is Reshaping
Cambodia’s Startup Ecosystem

A Tech Talk event in Phnom Penh explored how artificial
intelligence is reshaping Cambodia’s startup ecosystem by
accelerating mnovation across sectors such as fintech, edtech,
proptech, and foodtech. The discussion highlighted growing
opportunities in Cambodia’s digital economy as startups,
investors, and policymakers examine how AI can help
founders build and scale solutions for local and regional
markets. Speakers emphasized the importance of
understanding local user needs, market conditions, and real-
world problems, noting that Al can speed up innovation but
success depends on practical adoption and ecosystem support,
including stronger links between startups, institutions, and
regional networks.

) Kiripost
Phin, S. (2026, June 19). La French Phnom Penh Explores How Al is Reshaping Cambodia’s Startup Ecosystem. Kiripost.
https://kiripost.com/stories/la-french-phnom-penh-explores-how-ai-is-reshaping-cambodias-startup-ecosystem
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DEEP ANALYSIS: IMPLICATIONS AND
RELEVANCE TO CAMBODIA

€) Global AI News

Globally, Al is becoming a dual-use technology that drives major innovation while also
increasing systemic risks. Breakthroughs like Al-designed vaccines show its potential in
accelerating scientific discovery, while advances in cybersecurity highlight both defensive uses
and the risk of misuse in cyberattacks, creating an ongoing “Al arms race.”

Economically, AI boosts productivity but requires large amounts of energy, water, and
infrastructure, raising sustainability concerns. Geopolitically, it is intensifying competition
among major powers and pushing governments toward stronger regulation and Al governance
frameworks.

Regulatory responses are expanding, with countries prioritizing privacy, safety, and public trust,
while global discussions increasingly focus on controlling advanced Al development due to
safety and alignment risks.

Overall, global Al is shifting from rapid innovation toward stronger governance, safety, and
sustainability concerns, creating both opportunities and risks for developing countries like
Cambodia, particularly in terms of technology access, dependency, and long-term capacity
building.

© Regional AI News

In Southeast Asia, Al development is shifting from fragmented national efforts toward stronger
regional coordination under ASEAN. Countries are prioritizing Al workforce training, shared
digital infrastructure, and cross-border cooperation to accelerate adoption. Indonesia is
embedding Al into government services and national development planning, while Singapore is
positioning itself as a regional hub for AI governance, data flows, and SME digital
transformation.

Technologically, the region is investing in shared infrastructure such as supercomputing and
digital platforms to support less developed members. Economically, Al is seen as a key driver
of productivity, industrial upgrading, and SME competitiveness. Geopolitically, ASEAN is
balancing influence from major powers while strengthening digital sovereignty through regional
frameworks like DEFA.
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Regulatory efforts are moving toward harmonized rules on data governance, Al ethics, and
digital trade, while socially the focus is on building digital literacy and workforce readiness as
the foundation of Al adoption.

For Cambodia, this creates strong opportunities for integration through training, infrastructure
access, and regional policy alignment, but also competitive pressure to improve domestic Al
capacity. Overall, ASEAN’s Al direction shows that regional cooperation is becoming essential
for inclusive and competitive digital development.

Q National AI News

Cambodia’s Al development is in an early but fast-developing stage, driven by strong
government support, international cooperation, and gradual digital infrastructure growth. Policy
focus is placed on ethical Al, human capital development, and digital transformation of public

institutions.

Technologically, Cambodia is building foundational systems such as Al labs, data centers, 5G
networks, and digital government services, but still depends heavily on foreign expertise and
regional partnerships, especially with ASEAN countries like Singapore.

Economically, Al 1s beginning to support growth in startups, fintech, education, and services,
but adoption remains uneven and largely dependent on imported technologies and skills.
Geopolitically, Cambodia is positioning itself as a cooperative regional actor rather than a
leader, relying on ASEAN integration for access to resources and knowledge.

Regulatory frameworks are still developing, with efforts aligned to national digital economy
and STI roadmaps. Societally, there is strong emphasis on ethics and education, but challenges
remain in digital literacy, workforce readiness, and institutional capacity.

Overall, Cambodia’s Al trajectory depends on how effectively it can convert policy ambition
into practical capacity through education, infrastructure, and regional collaboration.
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AIF Insights No. 15 (2026) |

AlI-Era Deterrence for Small States
CHHEM Kieth Rethy, MD, PhD (Edu), and PhD (His)

In the contemporary strategic landscape, artificial intelligence (Al) is redefining warfare, shifting
the deterrence posture of small states away from punishment and toward denial. Rather than
attempting to match the military mass of larger powers, resource-constrained states can leverage Al
to build dense, economical sensing architectures that minimize strategic surprise and create
responsive disruption doctrines that impose friction, delay, and uncertainty on adversaries. This
holistic approach to denial integrates human-autonomy teaming with systemic resilience in
governance and infrastructure , while utilizing Al-driven verification to secure international
legitimacy and diplomatic leverage. Ultimately, the Al era provides new avenues for small states to
offset scale disparities, allowing them to transform structural vulnerabilities into strategic leverage
through agility, operational flexibility, and enduring credibility.

Reference:
Chhem, K. R. (2026, May 18). AI-Era Deterrence for Small States. Al Forum.
https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-15-2026-ai-era-deterrence-for-small-states

AIF Insights No. 16 (2026) | g
Al and Human-Machine Co-Evolution: A Civilizational Perspective aﬁ‘f % aloay
CHHEM Kieth Rethy, MD, PhD (Edu), and PhD (His)

This article examines the emergence of artificial intelligence (Al) not merely as a technical tool, but
as a transformative civilizational force marking a new phase in human—-machine co-evolution.
Moving beyond engineering metrics, the paper situates Al within a historical trajectory of technics
that shapes human cognition, societal organization, and self-understanding. Utilizing a civilizational
studies framework, it analyzes how AI dynamically alters three core pillars of human society:
memory (through the exteriorization and generative retrieval of knowledge), meaning (by mediating
interpretation and risking semantic flattening), and influence (by reshaping systemic
communication and social control). Drawing upon classical epistemic and ethical traditions—
including the Nyaya Sutra and the Analects—the article highlights the distinction between machine
intelligence and human purpose, arguing that the future of Al will ultimately be determined by the
cultural and ethical frameworks through which societies choose to govern technological change.

Reference:

Chhem, K. R. (2026, May 27). Al and Human—Machine Co-Evolution: A Civilizational Perspective. Al Forum.
https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-16-2026-ai-and-human-machine-co-evolution-a-civilizational-

perspective
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AIF Insights No. 17 (2026) |
The Epoch of Intelligence: Navigating the Socio-Economic

Trajectories of Artificial Intelligence Toward 2050 and 2100
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

This article explores the profound socio-economic trajectories of Artificial Intelligence (Al) as it
reshapes global techno-economic paradigms toward the 2050 and 2100 horizons. Author Dr. Ros
Sayumphu outlines a critical tension between “Al Abundance”—marked by a potential USD 15.7
trillion economic boost by 2030, massive productivity gains, climate resilience, and medical

o)

breakthroughs—and “Digital Darwinism,” which threatens massive cognitive labor displacement,
algorithmic bias, high environmental costs, and a “Next Great Divergence” between tech elites and
developing nations. To mitigate the existential risks of societal collapse and ensure human-centric
flourishing, the author argues that global stakeholders must proactively shift away from techno-
solutionism. This requires a concerted effort to overhaul education toward human-Al augmentation,
establish robust international governance like a “Compute Ledger Treaty,” bridge the digital
infrastructure divide in the Global South, and transition toward circular, data-driven economies.
Ultimately, the paper concludes that Al is a socio-political reflection of human choices, positioning
the year 2100 as the definitive test of humanity’s capacity to equitably govern superintelligence for
the common good.

Reference:

Ros, S. (2026, May 29). The Epoch of Intelligence: Navigating the Socio-Economic Trajectories of Artificial Intelligence Toward 2050

and 2100. Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-17-2026-the-epoch-of-intelligence-
navigating-the-socio-economic-trajectories-of-artificial-intelligence-toward-2050-and-2100
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AIF Insights No. 18 (2026) |
Becoming Al-Ready as a Health Professional: From Using Tools to

Exercising Professional Judgment in an AI-Augmented World
CHEAB Sambath, MD, MHPE, PhD student (STS)

As generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) becomes increasingly embedded in health professions

education, clinical practice, and research, technical fluency alone no longer guarantees professional
readiness. This insight article explores what it means for healthcare professionals to be “Al-ready,”
shifting the focus from tool mastery to the preservation of professional judgment, clinical
accountability, and ethical safeguards. Emphasizing practical, real-world application over abstract
theory, the author highlights the critical importance of a human-in-the-loop approach, rigorous
verification habits, and explicit contextual awareness, particularly within resource-constrained
healthcare settings like Cambodia. Ultimately, the paper provides actionable frameworks—
including a tiered risk alignment model and a reflective self-assessment checklist—to ensure that
clinicians, educators, and medical students utilize GenAl safely to enhance efficiency while
maintaining absolute human accountability for patient outcomes.

Reference:
Cheab, S. (2026, May 31). Becoming Al-Ready as a Health Professional: From Using Tools to Exercising Professional Judgment in an Al-
Augmented World. Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-18-2026-becoming-ai-ready-as-a-

health-professional-from-using-tools-to-exercising-professional-judgment-in-an-ai-augmented-world

AIF Insights No. 19 (2026) | %%g
Using Generative Al for Research: From Research Assistant to ; ‘*

't

Responsible Companion in Healthcare Research _- % '
CHEAB Sambath, MD, MHPE, PhD student (STS) ikt

This article explores the integration of generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) in healthcare
research, balancing its efficiency and methodological benefits with potential risks to research
integrity, data privacy, and ethical responsibility. Focusing on the context of healthcare
professionals in low- and middle-income countries like Cambodia, the author proposes a Model-
Mode-Task-Verification paradigm to establish safe, structured workflows for literature exploration,
study design, data analysis, and academic writing. Ultimately, the article emphasizes that GenAl
must serve strictly as a disciplined, transparently disclosed assistant, leaving final accountability,

epistemic authority, and human judgment entirely in the hands of the researchers.

Reference:
Cheab, S. (2026, June 5). Using Generative Al for Research: From Research Assistant to Responsible Companion in Healthcare Research.
Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-19-2026-using-generative-ai-for-research-from-

research-assistant-to-responsible-companion-in-healthcare-research
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AIF Insights No. 20 (2026) |
The AI Wave in Defense: A Framework for Modern Security and

Strategic Sovereignty
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

This article explores the paradigm shift from informatized to intelligentized warfare, demonstrating
how developing nations can utilize artificial intelligence (AI) as a dual-use, general-purpose
technology to leapfrog traditional military disparities and secure strategic sovereignty. The author
introduces a pragmatic three-pillar framework for defense modernization that outlines the digital
transformation of military capabilities: optimizing the tactical edge and operational kill chains,
enhancing command-level decision-making through predictive modeling, and maximizing resource
readiness via automated logistics and personnel management. Throughout this technological
evolution, the article emphasizes that operational integration must be coupled with rigorous data
governance, domestic talent development, and robust legal and ethical safeguards—including
maintaining meaningful human control and adhering to international humanitarian law—to ensure
smaller states transition from passive technology rule-takers to active rule-makers in the global
security landscape.

Reference:
Ros, S. (2026, June 6). The AI Wave in Defense: A Framework for Modern Security and Strategic Sovereignty. Al Forum.
https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-20-2026-the-ai-wave-in-defense-a-framework-for-modern-

security-and-strategic-sovereignty.
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AIF Insights No. 21 (2026) | g#"ﬁ*@
The Strategic Imperative of Dual-Use Agility: Bridging Peacetime ""' :

Innovation and Wartime Readiness
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

rfu-s..l

In the contemporary global security landscape, the traditional distinction between civilian and

military industrial bases is rapidly eroding, prompting a strategic shift toward Civil-Military
Integration (CMI) to maintain national resilience. As detailed in “The Strategic Imperative of Dual-
Use Agility.pdf”’, maintaining a separate, autarkic defense sector is economically inefficient for
developing nations with limited budgets. Instead, establishing a unified industrial ecosystem that is
“dual-use by design” creates a crucial “fast switch” capability, allowing peacetime economic
engines to be rapidly repurposed for defense during sudden crises. By capitalizing on the rapid pace
of commercial innovation in priority sectors like microelectronics, drones, cybersecurity, and
modular logistics, nations can optimize limited R&D resources and utilize flexible manufacturing to
pivot production on demand. While this deep integration introduces a dual-use security dilemma—
where blurred lines between commercial and military applications can trigger foreign export
controls and trade restrictions—fostering an agile dual-use technology base ultimately ensures a
pragmatic balance between wartime readiness, technological independence, and long-term

economic resilience.

Reference:

Ros, S. (2026, June 7). The Strategic Imperative of Dual-Use Agility. Bridging Peacetime Innovation and Wartime Readiness. Al Forum.
https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-21-2026-the-strategic-imperative-of-dual-use-agility-bridging-

peacetime-innovation-and-wartime-readiness
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AIF Insights No. 22 (2026) |
Learning with Al in Cambodia: A Phenomenological Perspective

on Exam-Oriented Classrooms
KHEANG Kimsuan, BA in International Relations |
SOEUN Sotheara, PhD Candidate, Jackson State University

This article examines the integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) within Cambodia’s high-stakes,

exam-oriented academic system through a phenomenological perspective. The authors argue that
while Al tools—such as the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport’s Capacity Development
Platform (CDP)—expand access, flexibility, and personalized support, they simultaneously
reconfigure student intentionality and create a “Paradox of Agency”. This paradox highlights a
tension between academic enhancement and detrimental cognitive offloading, where students risk
sacrificing independent reasoning and deep critical thinking for algorithmic efficiency and
immediate outputs. Under constant evaluative pressure, learning is transformed from an open-ended
exploration into a defensive act of uncertainty reduction aimed primarily at reproducing correct
exam answers. Ultimately, the paper suggests that Al adds a complex non-human mediator to the
traditional teacher-student dynamic, and calls for a systemic shift in educational policy toward
inquiry-based, process-oriented assessments and active teacher mediation to preserve students’
independent cognitive agency.

Reference:
Kheang, K. & Soeun, S. (2026, June 13). Learning with Al in Cambodia: A Phenomenological Perspective on Exam-Oriented
Classrooms. Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-22-2026-learning-with-ai-in-cambodia-a-

phenomenological-perspective-on-exam-oriented-classrooms
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	DEEP ANALYSIS: IMPLICATIONS AND RELEVANCE TO CAMBODIA
	🌍 Global AI News  Globally, AI is becoming a dual-use technology that drives major innovation while also increasing systemic risks. Breakthroughs like AI-designed vaccines show its potential in accelerating scientific discovery, while advances in cybersecurity highlight both defensive uses and the risk of misuse in cyberattacks, creating an ongoing “AI arms race.”
	Economically, AI boosts productivity but requires large amounts of energy, water, and infrastructure, raising sustainability concerns. Geopolitically, it is intensifying competition among major powers and pushing governments toward stronger regulation and AI governance frameworks.
	Regulatory responses are expanding, with countries prioritizing privacy, safety, and public trust, while global discussions increasingly focus on controlling advanced AI development due to safety and alignment risks.
	Overall, global AI is shifting from rapid innovation toward stronger governance, safety, and sustainability concerns, creating both opportunities and risks for developing countries like Cambodia, particularly in terms of technology access, dependency, and long-term capacity building.
	Regional AI News  In Southeast Asia, AI development is shifting from fragmented national efforts toward stronger regional coordination under ASEAN. Countries are prioritizing AI workforce training, shared digital infrastructure, and cross-border cooperation to accelerate adoption. Indonesia is embedding AI into government services and national development planning, while Singapore is positioning itself as a regional hub for AI governance, data flows, and SME digital transformation.
	Technologically, the region is investing in shared infrastructure such as supercomputing and digital platforms to support less developed members. Economically, AI is seen as a key driver of productivity, industrial upgrading, and SME competitiveness. Geopolitically, ASEAN is balancing influence from major powers while strengthening digital sovereignty through regional frameworks like DEFA.
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	Regulatory frameworks are still developing, with efforts aligned to national digital economy and STI roadmaps. Societally, there is strong emphasis on ethics and education, but challenges remain in digital literacy, workforce readiness, and institutional capacity.
	Overall, Cambodia’s AI trajectory depends on how effectively it can convert policy ambition into practical capacity through education, infrastructure, and regional collaboration.
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