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Create a portrait cartoon illustration celebrating Indigenous Peoples Day on August 9, focused on Cambodia.

Show an Indigenous Cambodian community in a beautiful rural setting with forests, mountains, and traditional houses.
Depict people playing, dancing, sharing food, making crafts, playing music, and exchanging cultural knowledge.
Show children, youth, elders, and visitors interacting with friendship, respect, equality, and unity.

Use a colorful, warm, culturally respectful cartoon style with no text, logos, flags, or captions.

POWERING PEOPLE, BUILDING SKILLS, SHAPING OUR Al FUTURE 1
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| Global AI News /AI Industry & Applications
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China shapes Al landscape with local strengths

China is rapidly expanding its Al ecosystem by combining national coordination with regional
strengths in computing infrastructure, talent, AI models, semiconductors and industrial
applications. Al computing capacity reached 2,185 EFLOPS by June 2026, while major
regions such as Beijing, Shanghai and Guangdong are developing Al innovation hubs and
industrial ecosystems. The development shows how Al is moving from technological research
toward large-scale commercial deployment and productivity gains, offering a model for
countries such as Cambodia to consider when developing their own Al infrastructure and
industry.

g Khmer Times

Xinhua. (2026, August 18). China shapes Al landscape with local strengths. Khmer Times. https:/www.khmertimeskh.com/502007086/china-
shapes-ai-landscape-with-local-strengths/
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Japan to require Al firms to disclose training data

Japan is considering a nonbinding “principle code” for generative Al companies that would
encourage greater transparency about Al training data and how it is collected. Under a
“comply or explain” approach, companies would disclose their Al models, training data and
collection methods, while responding to copyright holders’ concerns about potential
infringement. The initiative seeks to protect intellectual property rights while maintaining Al
innovation, reflecting growing global attention to responsible Al governance.

. o The Japan Times

Jiji. (2026, August 19). Japan to require Al firms to disclose training data. 7he Japan Times. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2026/08/19/japan/ai-
training-data-disclosure/
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China’s J-36 fighter jet designers report danger of military Al
hallucinations

China’s designers of the J-36 and J-20 fighter jets are warning that Al hallucinations could
create serious risks i military intelligence and defence planning. While large language
models can rapidly analyse weapons data and battlefield information, they may generate
convincing but false aircraft specifications, radar capabilities, military bases, or operational
plans. The researchers recommend using trusted defence datasets, searchable knowledge
bases, precise prompts, and Al cross-checking to reduce these errors. The issue highlights the
need for human oversight, reliable data, and responsible Al governance in high-stakes military
applications.

* South China Morning Post

Tong, Z. (2026, August 19). China’s J-36 fighter jet designers report danger of military Al hallucinations. South China Morning Post.
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3364546/chinas-j-36-fighter-jet-designers-report-danger-military-ai-hallucinations
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The U.S. banned Nvidia’s best chips from going to China.
Now it’s trying to close a crucial loophole

Source: iStoke

The U.S. is seeking to close a loophole that reportedly allows Chinese Al companies to
remotely access advanced Nvidia Al chips through data centers in Southeast Asia, despite
export restrictions on shipping the physical chips to China. The issue shows how access to
advanced computing power is critical to Al development and how existing export controls may
struggle to regulate cloud-based access. Proposed U.S. legislation would expand controls to
remote access, but enforcement and compliance challenges remain.

# cNBC
Nicol-Schwarz, K. (2026, August 19). The U.S. banned Nvidia’s best chips from going to China. Now it’s trying to close a crucial loophole. CNBC.
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/08/19/china-ai-nvidia-chips-us-export-controls.html
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Al creates 16 new viruses from scratch, showing promise for drug
resistance and drawing warnings about potential for misuse

Al has been used to generate entirely new bacteriophage genomes, with scientists testing
thousands of Al-designed sequences and identifying 16 viable viruses. The study shows
potential for developing Al-designed phage therapies to combat antibiotic-resistant bacteria,
but it also raises major biosafety and biosecurity concerns, particularly if similar technologies
are applied to viruses capable of infecting humans, animals, or plants.

W CNN

McPhillips, D. (2026, August 7). Al creates 16 new viruses from scratch, showing promise for drug resistance and drawing warnings about potential
for misuse. CNN. https:/edition.cnn.com/2026/08/06/health/ai-viruses-bacteriophages



https://aiforum.my.canva.site/linktree?fbclid=IwY2xjawFHqHdleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHa27VhSnQmE_Iknu81NopoH_Azrn7elNpUODWbifyhHlayRcRRJ5rKH6mA_aem_-a6WLhOtg_ZbqA0HdGshQA
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/08/06/health/ai-viruses-bacteriophages

August Issue No. 03 HTTPS://AIFORUM.MY.CANVA .SITE/LINKTREE

| Regional AI News / Al Education & Training / Industrial Al

(=4 b

HESHBRNBRMNG Al SL-SNEL SLURAFMICIERIBES
S SIRENBERNTERSBESRS

ULSnUmﬂlemmnﬁnu?uum UM Al GS-HIANS Jshieaq mia]  IRuimaTEm
SIUNOIW Al MIHSIR ﬁ?mw‘aﬁmmna Shmighayia it 4 AuTRIS I MSRUAMAY

|s"u=l‘-|‘=|

AmMEREOANTRWURUNSIHAGIA Al IURUISAITS MBIW:USURNW MIT:FAYS
AR shmmmumsmmasﬁ?mmmymnﬁ mmuwﬁmun}ﬁﬁénSLUmLUmUﬁJnHm
nhmﬁnigjumsasmgt AOAL AERMIIET SRINRICRES Lmﬁmhn'[jﬁﬁﬁﬁmtﬂ
LUnUnMITUi ?GﬁHSM]n“I Al Lnitnsmmmuﬁmmmnmﬁumnmmmsmwmnmm

ANUNAY MOUANUTIEE ShMIHGIMUITAYIIFM{UIS RN SINAGHNUZET 9

China-ASEAN Al training programme highlights
Cambodia’s push for digital talent

Source: iStoke

Cambodian officials participated in a China-ASEAN Al training programme in Guangxi focused on
Al policy, industrial applications and digital transformation. The programme gives Cambodian
participants exposure to China’s Al ecosystem through lectures, site visits and industry exchanges,
supporting Cambodia’s efforts to develop Al talent, strengthen research and infrastructure, and
expand international technology cooperation. Al is viewed as an important driver of industrial
productivity, competitiveness and Cambodia’s transition toward a higher-income economy.

* Khmer Times

Ben, S. (2026, August 7). China-ASEAN Al training programme highlights Cambodia’s push for digital talent. Khmer Times.
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501991327/china-asean-ai-training-programme-highlights-cambodias-push-for-digital-talent-2/



https://aiforum.my.canva.site/linktree?fbclid=IwY2xjawFHqHdleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHa27VhSnQmE_Iknu81NopoH_Azrn7elNpUODWbifyhHlayRcRRJ5rKH6mA_aem_-a6WLhOtg_ZbqA0HdGshQA
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501991327/china-asean-ai-training-programme-highlights-cambodias-push-for-digital-talent-2/

August Issue No. 03 HTTPS://AIFORUM.MY.CANVA SITE/LINKTREE

| Regional AI News / Al in Law & Public Sector

zesmessﬁsgﬁlessmsmséjmmm—sasgj
GENREFRIRSNBITRES Al

10017 18] 19)SGT (Lé Tién Chau) ZUSWLUMNU[U}ﬂnMU msAmiinan sifusimuming
ugEns Susyimasy EnUMIGIQ ALImuMIe gugMRIaMIJusony Samissiy
GG IWIRATURUEANHAMUAD SHATUNE AL TGRS 9 AL [RimSIABIGmdm
Zﬁmamnmﬁnmammswummfmmcm sﬁmumtmmmmnmsmﬁﬁm 20N:380
AQUIUAUEMIM AN SH S A S Mg prwun SAwSIS Fommimimi¢gSw
SN SANWIUI N MGG Ul nmmmsmnﬁtmma (algorithmic transparency) S
TR ALY

Deputy PM calls on ASEAN to develop Al use principles

Source: iStoke

Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister Lé Tién Chéau called on ASEAN to develop common principles,
standards, and regulations for responsible Al use in lawmaking and law enforcement, guided by the
ASEAN Al Governance and Ethics framework. Al is seen as an opportunity to improve legal
systems, public services, and access to legal information, while ASEAN cooperation 1s needed to
address risks such as data protection, cybersecurity, accountability, algorithmic transparency, and Al
sovereignty.

o Vietnam News

Vietnam News. (2026, August 18). Deputy PM calls on ASEAN to develop Al use principles. https://viethnamnews.vn/politics-laws/1797739/deputy-
pm-calls-on-asean-to-develop-ai-use-principles.html
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CMC OpenAl introduces its legal Al platform at the
ASEAN Law Forum 2026

At the ASEAN Law Forum 2026, CMC OpenAl showcased Clex, a specialized legal Al assistant,
and V-LegalBench, a benchmark for evaluating AI’s understanding of Vietnamese law. Built on
CMCs locally developed CMC-AI-Legal-32B model and a database of more than 2 million legal
documents, Clex supports legal research, drafting, document review, and compliance for
government and businesses. The initiative highlights the growing use of sovereign and specialized

Al in public-sector legal systems and could support future regional cooperation on legal Al across
ASEAN.

o Vietnam.vn

VietNamNet. (2026, August 21). CMC OpenAl introduces its legal Al platform at the ASEAN Law Forum 2026. Vietnam.vn.
https://www.vietham.vn/en/cmc-openai-gioi-thieu-nen-tang-ai-phap-ly-tai-dien-dan-phap-luat-asean-2026
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Indonesia, China deepen partnership to achieve
development goals

Source: iStoke

Indonesia and China agreed to deepen their strategic partnership across trade, investment,
manufacturing, energy, agriculture, health, education, and Al cooperation following their first
Comprehensive Strategic Dialogue in Jakarta. In the Al sector, both countries committed to
contributing to an international Al organization, while broader cooperation aims to support
economic modernization, technological development, and shared development goals. The
partnership reflects the growing role of Al and emerging technologies in international development
and regional cooperation.

o Antara News

Ninditya, F. (2026, August 22). Indonesia, China deepen partnership to achieve development goals. Antara News.
https://en.antaranews.com/news/428208/indonesia-china-deepen-partnership-to-achieve-development-goals
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Singapore’s Al boom is lifting GDP. Who gets carried along?

Singapore’s strong Al-driven economic growth is boosting GDP, particularly in Al, electronics,
precision engineering, wholesale trade, and finance, but the benefits are not being distributed evenly
across the economy. The article highlights a growing “two-speed economy,” where technology-
intensive sectors advance faster than domestically oriented businesses and workers. It argues that
digitalisation support, productivity-linked wages, and greater SME access to Al supply chains are
needed to ensure that Al-driven growth produces broader and more inclusive economic benefits.

o The Business Times

Tan, C. H. & Tan, P. H. (2026, August 21). Singapore’s Al boom is lifting GDP. Who gets carried along?. The Business Times.
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/singapores-ai-boom-lifting-gdp-who-gets-carried-along?
utm_source=iphone share&utm medium=app&utm_campaign=article
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KIT expands student innovation with Al, game
development labs

Kirirom Institute of Technology (KIT) is strengthening practical technology education by
launching an Al Innovation Lab and Game Development Club, giving students opportunities
to learn, research, and build real projects beyond the classroom. The Al lab focuses on hands-
on Al innovation and collaborative research, while the game development club develops
coding, creativity, teamwork, and digital skills. These initiatives contribute to Cambodia’s
development of Al talent and a future-ready digital workforce.

s Khmer Times
Mom, K. (2026, August 17). KIT expands student innovation with Al, game development labs. Khmer Times.
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Cambodian SMEs urged to strengthen
cybersecurity, adopt Al to boost productivity

The Cambodia Chamber of Commerce (CCC) and its partners trained around 80
Cambodian entrepreneurs, SME owners and students on cybersecurity, digital tools and Al
adoption to improve business productivity and competitiveness. Al was highlighted as a
practical tool for increasing operational efficiency, while cybersecurity training aimed to
protect businesses from online fraud and cyberattacks. The initiative supports Cambodia’s
digital transformation by helping SMEs build the skills needed to compete in an increasingly
technology-driven economy

Q‘ Khmer Times

Mom, K. (2026, August 13). Cambodian SMEs urged to strengthen cybersecurity, adopt Al to boost productivity. Khmer Times.
https:/www.khmertimeskh.com/50199937 1/cambodian-smes-urged-to-strengthen-cybersecurity-adopt-ai-to-boost-productivity/#google_vignette
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MLVT taps Al to upgrade public services

Cambodia’s Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training (MLVT) has launched Al training for
senior officials to improve administrative efficiency, modernise government operations and
strengthen public service delivery. The programme, delivered by the Cambodia Academy of
Digital Technology (CADT), also addresses Al ethics, data security, risks, labour-market
changes and responsible Al use, highlighting the need to balance technological efficiency with
human judgement and workforce development.

Source: iStoke

Vf Khmer Times

Pov, S. (2026, August 13). MLVT taps Al to upgrade public services. Khmer Times. https:/www.khmertimeskh.com/501999146/mlvt-taps-ai-to-
upgrade-public-services/
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Human integrity underpins public trust in age of
Al says PM

Prime Minister Hun Manet stressed that while Al and digital technologies are transforming
public administration, they cannot replace human ethics, transparency, professionalism and
judgement. Speaking at the 23rd ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Public Service in Siem Reap,
he called for ethical and sustainable Al adoption, stronger human capital and regional
cooperation to ensure technological innovation improves public services while maintaining
public trust.

Source: iStoke

s Khmer Times
Talng R. (2026, August 6). Human integrity underpms pubhc trust in  age of AI says. PM. Khmer Times.
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Cambodia, Singapore seek deeper investment, green
energy and digital cooperation

“‘.

Cambodia and Singapore are seeking deeper cooperation in [RASSESSEE SR
investment, renewable energy, digital technology, Al, | s“" w4 ‘
cybersecurity, and human resource development. During §
discussions between Cambodian and Singaporean officials,
Singapore’s experience in Al, legislation, cybersecurity, and
digital transformation was identified as an area for knowledge
sharing, alongside a strategic renewable-energy export project.
The cooperation highlights opportunities for Cambodia to |
strengthen its digital and Al capabilities through Singaporean & =i
expertise and ASEAN partnerships. nia

* Khmer Times

Mom, K. (2026, August 20). Cambodia, Singapore seek deeper investment, green energy and digital cooperation. Khmer Times.
https:/www.khmertimeskh.com/502008871/cambodia-singapore-seek-deeper-investment-green-energy-and-digital-cooperation/
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€) Global AI News

China’s rapid Al expansion, Japan’s push for Al training-data transparency, warnings over Al
hallucinations in military applications, U.S.—China competition over advanced Al chips, and
Al-designed viruses together show that Al development is moving rapidly from research into
industry, governance, national security and biotechnology. For Cambodia, these developments
are highly relevant: China’s Al ecosystem offers lessons for building domestic computing
infrastructure, talent and Al applications, while Japan’s transparency approach highlights the
need for Cambodia to strengthen responsible Al, copyright and data-governance frameworks.
At the same time, global competition over advanced chips could limit Cambodia’s access to
high-end computing, although its growing digital infrastructure and position in Southeast Asia
could create opportunities for cloud-based Al services and investment. The risks of Al
hallucinations and Al-generated biological agents also demonstrate the importance of human
oversight, cybersecurity, trusted datasets and biosafety safeguards. Overall, the developments
present Cambodia with opportunities to accelerate digital transformation, productivity and
innovation, but they also underline the need for stronger regulation, technical capacity and
international cooperation to ensure Al development is safe, responsible and beneficial.
©Regional AI News

Across these developments, ASEAN is increasingly positioning Al as a driver of economic
transformation, public-sector modernization and regional cooperation. Cambodia is particularly
relevant to this trend as its participation in the China-ASEAN Al training programme can
strengthen digital skills, Al policy knowledge, research capacity and technology partnerships,
while ASEAN’s efforts to establish common Al principles could help Cambodia develop
stronger standards for data protection, cybersecurity, transparency and responsible Al use. The
emergence of specialized legal Al platforms also demonstrates opportunities for Cambodia to
apply locally adapted Al to legal research, public administration and government services,
while Indonesia-China cooperation highlights the potential for Cambodia to deepen
international partnerships in Al, investment and technology. However, Singapore’s experience
shows that Al-driven growth may benefit technology-intensive sectors more than SMEs and
workers, creating a risk of unequal benefits. Overall, these developments are highly relevant to
Cambodia, offering opportunities to build digital talent, modernize government and improve
productivity, but Cambodia will need inclusive SME support, workforce development, strong
governance and regional cooperation to ensure Al-driven growth benefits the wider economy.
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These developments show that Cambodia is increasingly integrating Al into education, SMEs,
public administration, cybersecurity and international cooperation. The launch of Al and game-
development initiatives at KIT can help build practical digital skills and a future-ready
workforce, while SME training can improve productivity and competitiveness if businesses also
strengthen cybersecurity. The MLVT’s Al training demonstrates the potential to make
government services more efficient, but the Prime Minister’s emphasis on human integrity
highlights the need for ethics, transparency and human oversight. Meanwhile, deeper
cooperation with Singapore provides Cambodia with opportunities to gain expertise in Al
governance, cybersecurity, digital transformation and human-resource development. Overall,
these developments are highly relevant to Cambodia and indicate a positive shift toward
practical Al adoption; however, Cambodia must address skills gaps, unequal access among
SMEs, cybersecurity risks and governance challenges to ensure Al-driven development is
inclusive, secure and trusted.
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AIF Insights No. 17 (2026) |
The Epoch of Intelligence: Navigating the Socio-Economic

Trajectories of Artificial Intelligence Toward 2050 and 2100
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

This article explores the profound socio-economic trajectories of Artificial Intelligence (Al) as it
reshapes global techno-economic paradigms toward the 2050 and 2100 horizons. Author Dr. Ros
Sayumphu outlines a critical tension between “Al Abundance”—marked by a potential USD 15.7
trillion economic boost by 2030, massive productivity gains, climate resilience, and medical

o)

breakthroughs—and “Digital Darwinism,” which threatens massive cognitive labor displacement,
algorithmic bias, high environmental costs, and a “Next Great Divergence” between tech elites and
developing nations. To mitigate the existential risks of societal collapse and ensure human-centric
flourishing, the author argues that global stakeholders must proactively shift away from techno-
solutionism. This requires a concerted effort to overhaul education toward human-Al augmentation,
establish robust international governance like a “Compute Ledger Treaty,” bridge the digital
infrastructure divide in the Global South, and transition toward circular, data-driven economies.
Ultimately, the paper concludes that Al is a socio-political reflection of human choices, positioning
the year 2100 as the definitive test of humanity’s capacity to equitably govern superintelligence for
the common good.

Reference:

Ros, S. (2026, May 29). The Epoch of Intelligence: Navigating the Socio-Economic Trajectories of Artificial Intelligence Toward 2050

and 2100. Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-17-2026-the-epoch-of-intelligence-
navigating-the-socio-economic-trajectories-of-artificial-intelligence-toward-2050-and-2100
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AIF Insights No. 18 (2026) |
Becoming Al-Ready as a Health Professional: From Using Tools to

Exercising Professional Judgment in an AI-Augmented World
CHEAB Sambath, MD, MHPE, PhD student (STS)

As generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) becomes increasingly embedded in health professions

education, clinical practice, and research, technical fluency alone no longer guarantees professional
readiness. This insight article explores what it means for healthcare professionals to be “Al-ready,”
shifting the focus from tool mastery to the preservation of professional judgment, clinical
accountability, and ethical safeguards. Emphasizing practical, real-world application over abstract
theory, the author highlights the critical importance of a human-in-the-loop approach, rigorous
verification habits, and explicit contextual awareness, particularly within resource-constrained
healthcare settings like Cambodia. Ultimately, the paper provides actionable frameworks—
including a tiered risk alignment model and a reflective self-assessment checklist—to ensure that
clinicians, educators, and medical students utilize GenAl safely to enhance efficiency while
maintaining absolute human accountability for patient outcomes.

Reference:
Cheab, S. (2026, May 31). Becoming Al-Ready as a Health Professional: From Using Tools to Exercising Professional Judgment in an Al-
Augmented World. Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-18-2026-becoming-ai-ready-as-a-

health-professional-from-using-tools-to-exercising-professional-judgment-in-an-ai-augmented-world

AIF Insights No. 19 (2026) | %%g
Using Generative Al for Research: From Research Assistant to ; ‘*

't

Responsible Companion in Healthcare Research _- % '
CHEAB Sambath, MD, MHPE, PhD student (STS) ikt

This article explores the integration of generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) in healthcare
research, balancing its efficiency and methodological benefits with potential risks to research
integrity, data privacy, and ethical responsibility. Focusing on the context of healthcare
professionals in low- and middle-income countries like Cambodia, the author proposes a Model-
Mode-Task-Verification paradigm to establish safe, structured workflows for literature exploration,
study design, data analysis, and academic writing. Ultimately, the article emphasizes that GenAl
must serve strictly as a disciplined, transparently disclosed assistant, leaving final accountability,

epistemic authority, and human judgment entirely in the hands of the researchers.

Reference:
Cheab, S. (2026, June 5). Using Generative Al for Research: From Research Assistant to Responsible Companion in Healthcare Research.
Al Forum. https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-19-2026-using-generative-ai-for-research-from-

research-assistant-to-responsible-companion-in-healthcare-research
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AIF Insights No. 20 (2026) |
The AI Wave in Defense: A Framework for Modern Security and

Strategic Sovereignty
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

This article explores the paradigm shift from informatized to intelligentized warfare, demonstrating
how developing nations can utilize artificial intelligence (AI) as a dual-use, general-purpose
technology to leapfrog traditional military disparities and secure strategic sovereignty. The author
introduces a pragmatic three-pillar framework for defense modernization that outlines the digital
transformation of military capabilities: optimizing the tactical edge and operational kill chains,
enhancing command-level decision-making through predictive modeling, and maximizing resource
readiness via automated logistics and personnel management. Throughout this technological
evolution, the article emphasizes that operational integration must be coupled with rigorous data
governance, domestic talent development, and robust legal and ethical safeguards—including
maintaining meaningful human control and adhering to international humanitarian law—to ensure
smaller states transition from passive technology rule-takers to active rule-makers in the global
security landscape.

Reference:
Ros, S. (2026, June 6). The AI Wave in Defense: A Framework for Modern Security and Strategic Sovereignty. Al Forum.
https://www.aiforumcambodia.org/archives/publications/aif-insights-no-20-2026-the-ai-wave-in-defense-a-framework-for-modern-

security-and-strategic-sovereignty.
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The Strategic Imperative of Dual-Use Agility: Bridging Peacetime ""' :

Innovation and Wartime Readiness
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

rfu-s..l

In the contemporary global security landscape, the traditional distinction between civilian and

military industrial bases is rapidly eroding, prompting a strategic shift toward Civil-Military
Integration (CMI) to maintain national resilience. As detailed in “The Strategic Imperative of Dual-
Use Agility.pdf”’, maintaining a separate, autarkic defense sector is economically inefficient for
developing nations with limited budgets. Instead, establishing a unified industrial ecosystem that is
“dual-use by design” creates a crucial “fast switch” capability, allowing peacetime economic
engines to be rapidly repurposed for defense during sudden crises. By capitalizing on the rapid pace
of commercial innovation in priority sectors like microelectronics, drones, cybersecurity, and
modular logistics, nations can optimize limited R&D resources and utilize flexible manufacturing to
pivot production on demand. While this deep integration introduces a dual-use security dilemma—
where blurred lines between commercial and military applications can trigger foreign export
controls and trade restrictions—fostering an agile dual-use technology base ultimately ensures a
pragmatic balance between wartime readiness, technological independence, and long-term

economic resilience.
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AIF Insights No. 22 (2026) |
Learning with Al in Cambodia: A Phenomenological Perspective

on Exam-Oriented Classrooms
KHEANG Kimsuan, BA in International Relations |
SOEUN Sotheara, PhD Candidate, Jackson State University

This article examines the integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) within Cambodia’s high-stakes,

exam-oriented academic system through a phenomenological perspective. The authors argue that
while Al tools—such as the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport’s Capacity Development
Platform (CDP)—expand access, flexibility, and personalized support, they simultaneously
reconfigure student intentionality and create a “Paradox of Agency”. This paradox highlights a
tension between academic enhancement and detrimental cognitive offloading, where students risk
sacrificing independent reasoning and deep critical thinking for algorithmic efficiency and
immediate outputs. Under constant evaluative pressure, learning is transformed from an open-ended
exploration into a defensive act of uncertainty reduction aimed primarily at reproducing correct
exam answers. Ultimately, the paper suggests that Al adds a complex non-human mediator to the
traditional teacher-student dynamic, and calls for a systemic shift in educational policy toward
inquiry-based, process-oriented assessments and active teacher mediation to preserve students’
independent cognitive agency.
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AIF Insights No. 23 (2026) | Artificial Intelligence: The Emerging

Legal Landscape (2025-2026 Update)
ING Chandavya, LLM in Intellectual Property and Competition Law

This article examines the rapidly evolving global legal landscape of artificial intelligence (AI) and
intellectual property from 2025 to 2026, focusing on regulatory updates and pivotal litigation in the
United States, the European Union, the United Kingdom, and Cambodia. It details how recent
developments—such as the implementation of the EU Al Act, new reports from the US Copyright
Office, and fact-specific federal court rulings—are pushing Al copyright frameworks toward
principles of data transparency, voluntary licensing, and creator protection against market
substitution. Furthermore, the paper clarifies the overlapping compliance risks between copyright
law, data protection, and broader Al governance. It concludes with practical risk-management
recommendations for Al developers, content creators, and businesses, while offering Cambodia as a
case study for how developing nations can build balanced, autonomous Al policies tailored to their
unique domestic and regional realities.
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AIF Insights No. 24 (2026) | Towards Developing Digital

Humanities as a Discipline in Cambodia
Dechkunn Chhay, Master in Digital Humanities

Digital Humanities (DH) has matured into a well-established, collaborative discipline in Western
contexts, yet its development remains uneven globally, particularly in non-Western areas like
Southeast Asia. This article examines the distinct institutional, data-related, and technological
constraints that shape DH scholarship in Cambodia. Institutional progress is hindered by limited
academic support and a lack of sustained interdisciplinary collaboration between computer science
and humanities departments. Data constraints are exacerbated by historical disruptions, such as civil
war and genocide, which resulted in a severe scarcity of digitized materials and a reliance on
foreign archives. Furthermore, technological barriers exist because Natural Language Processing
(NLP) tools and datasets remain underdeveloped for the Khmer language, which lacks explicit word
delimiters and possesses unique syntactic and orthographic structures that limit the efficacy of
cross-lingual transfer methods. To overcome these challenges and cultivate a sustainable, locally
grounded DH discipline, the article recommends enhancing digital infrastructure, promoting
interdisciplinary university education, strengthening targeted research initiatives, and encouraging
regional partnerships with leading Asian DH centers.
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AIF Insights No. 25 (2026) | Digital Sovereignty in the Age of Al:

What Choices for Cambodia ?
SAIDNATTAR Ryanna, Ph.D. Candidate in Science and Technology Policy

This examines how small states can navigate digital sovereignty within an Al landscape dominated
by major powers like the United States and China. Rather than passively adopting foreign
technologies or unrealistically striving for full technical independence, the author argues that small
nations must deliberately choose their dependencies and exercise agency where feasible.
Specifically for Cambodia, this involves taking active ownership of accessible layers such as local
data and language representation, leveraging regional alliances like ASEAN to gain collective
bargaining power against tech monopolists, and embedding strict oversight, audit, and localization
conditions into public procurement contracts to cultivate internal technical competence. Ultimately,
the paper concludes that digital sovereignty in the Al era is defined not by total control, but by
deliberate choices, active practice, and strategic regional cooperation.
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AIF Insights No. 26 (2026) | The Illusion of the Algorithm:

Precision, Attrition, and the New Global Security Divide
ROS Sayumphu, PhD in Science and Technology Studies

This article argues that artificial intelligence narrows military choices rather than offering a “clean
war” ideal, driving conflicts toward attritional fighting while exacerbating global security divides.
Focusing on the concept of military Al capability as a conversion problem across technical,
industrial, and operational layers, the author illustrates how reliance on private tech infrastructure
creates concentration risks and systemic dependencies. The paper demonstrates how Al systems
serve as “legitimation tools” for mass target generation, using the illusion of precision to justify
indiscriminate civilian destruction, while also exploring how unreliable models—afflicted by
concept drift and catastrophic forgetting—increase operational risks. Finally, it highlights the
strategic traps facing the Global South, where adopting Al without infrastructure leads to proxy
risks, loss of agency, and tactical dependence, ultimately recommending a shift toward focused,
politically sound defense partnerships and governed compute access.
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AIF Insights No. 27 (2026) | Artificial Intelligence Has a Consumer
Problem: The AI Consumer Crisis: De-Agrarianization, Labor

Displacement, and the Demand Trap in Cambodia
Alda Waddel, PhD Candidate

2

This paper explores the macroeconomic “Al displacement trap,” arguing that simultaneous global
automation destroys the primary engine of economic demand by eliminating human wage income.
Using Cambodia as a primary case study, the author shows that rapid de-agrarianization—caused by
fragmented land, aging farmers, and changing social aspirations—permanently removes agriculture
as a traditional fallback sector, leaving displaced workers without a reservation wage floor. This
creates an inescapable macroeconomic collapse loop where lost wages trigger collapsed
consumption, shrinking profits, evaporating tax bases, and ultimate state failure. To prevent this
structural decline, the paper advocates for regionally and globally coordinated technology
governance—such as an ASEAN Consumer Demand Protection Protocol—alongside national Al
wealth funds and the preemptive redistribution of AI productivity gains to secure universal

household dividends.
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	DEEP ANALYSIS: IMPLICATIONS AND RELEVANCE TO CAMBODIA
	🌍 Global AI News
	China’s rapid AI expansion, Japan’s push for AI training-data transparency, warnings over AI hallucinations in military applications, U.S.–China competition over advanced AI chips, and AI-designed viruses together show that AI development is moving rapidly from research into industry, governance, national security and biotechnology. For Cambodia, these developments are highly relevant: China’s AI ecosystem offers lessons for building domestic computing infrastructure, talent and AI applications, while Japan’s transparency approach highlights the need for Cambodia to strengthen responsible AI, copyright and data-governance frameworks. At the same time, global competition over advanced chips could limit Cambodia’s access to high-end computing, although its growing digital infrastructure and position in Southeast Asia could create opportunities for cloud-based AI services and investment. The risks of AI hallucinations and AI-generated biological agents also demonstrate the importance of human oversight, cybersecurity, trusted datasets and biosafety safeguards. Overall, the developments present Cambodia with opportunities to accelerate digital transformation, productivity and innovation, but they also underline the need for stronger regulation, technical capacity and international cooperation to ensure AI development is safe, responsible and beneficial.
	Regional AI News
	Across these developments, ASEAN is increasingly positioning AI as a driver of economic transformation, public-sector modernization and regional cooperation. Cambodia is particularly relevant to this trend as its participation in the China-ASEAN AI training programme can strengthen digital skills, AI policy knowledge, research capacity and technology partnerships, while ASEAN’s efforts to establish common AI principles could help Cambodia develop stronger standards for data protection, cybersecurity, transparency and responsible AI use. The emergence of specialized legal AI platforms also demonstrates opportunities for Cambodia to apply locally adapted AI to legal research, public administration and government services, while Indonesia-China cooperation highlights the potential for Cambodia to deepen international partnerships in AI, investment and technology. However, Singapore’s experience shows that AI-driven growth may benefit technology-intensive sectors more than SMEs and workers, creating a risk of unequal benefits. Overall, these developments are highly relevant to Cambodia, offering opportunities to build digital talent, modernize government and improve productivity, but Cambodia will need inclusive SME support, workforce development, strong governance and regional cooperation to ensure AI-driven growth benefits the wider economy.
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	These developments show that Cambodia is increasingly integrating AI into education, SMEs, public administration, cybersecurity and international cooperation. The launch of AI and game-development initiatives at KIT can help build practical digital skills and a future-ready workforce, while SME training can improve productivity and competitiveness if businesses also strengthen cybersecurity. The MLVT’s AI training demonstrates the potential to make government services more efficient, but the Prime Minister’s emphasis on human integrity highlights the need for ethics, transparency and human oversight. Meanwhile, deeper cooperation with Singapore provides Cambodia with opportunities to gain expertise in AI governance, cybersecurity, digital transformation and human-resource development. Overall, these developments are highly relevant to Cambodia and indicate a positive shift toward practical AI adoption; however, Cambodia must address skills gaps, unequal access among SMEs, cybersecurity risks and governance challenges to ensure AI-driven development is inclusive, secure and trusted.
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