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Distinguished colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

We live in an extraordinary moment in human history.

For thousands of years, humanity has sought to understand the world, cultivate knowledge and
pursue the good life. Today, artificial intelligence is transforming how we learn, think, work
and make decisions. Machines can process immense quantities of information. They can
recognize patterns, generate knowledge and increasingly assist us in making complex
decisions.

Yet a fundamental question remains: Does greater intelligence necessarily make us wiser? We
are becoming extraordinarily powerful in what we can do, but are we becoming equally
thoughtful about what we should do?

This is not simply a technological question. It is a philosophical and civilizational question.
More than 2,500 years ago, two great thinkers offered profound reflections on the human
condition. Siddhartha Gautama explored suffering, compassion, attachment and the liberation
of the mind. Confucius reflected on moral cultivation, education, harmonious relationships and
the responsibilities of human beings toward society. They lived in different intellectual and
cultural worlds, yet both understood something fundamental: knowledge alone is insufficient
to make a good human being.

Today, I invite you to imagine an encounter that never occurred in history. What if Siddhartha
and Confucius could meet in our age of artificial intelligence? What would they admire? What
would concern them? And what might they teach us about the future of humanity?

Let us listen to their imaginary conversation.

Under a tree, two ancient teachers meet. Before them sits a machine capable of
answering almost any question

Confucius: This machine has read more books than either of us could read in a thousand
lifetimes. It can write, translate, calculate, advise, and perhaps one day make decisions for
entire societies.

Tell me, Siddhartha: is it intelligent?
Siddhartha: Perhaps. But intelligence is not wisdom.

A person may possess enormous knowledge and still be governed by ignorance, craving,
anger, and fear. Wisdom begins with understanding ourselves.

Confucius: Then perhaps we are asking the wrong question. We ask whether machines can
become like humans. We should first ask what kind of humans we are becoming.

Siddhartha: Exactly.
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Look at how people use these machines. They seek speed, convenience, recognition,
prediction, even companionship. None of these is necessarily harmful. But attachment begins

quietly.

When technology commands our attention, shapes our desires, and determines what we see,
we should ask: are we using the machine, or is the machine shaping us?

Confucius: [ would ask another question: what is it doing to our relationships?

To be human is not merely to think. We become human through others—parents and children,
teachers and students, friends and strangers, citizens and rulers.

I called this ren: humaneness.
Siddhartha: And humaneness requires compassion.

A machine may recognize the word “suffering.” It may describe grief beautifully. But
recognizing the pattern of suffering is different from encountering a suffering person and
responding with compassion.

Confucius: Then we should be careful not to confuse imitation with virtue.
Siddhartha: Yes.
A machine can generate words about compassion. Humans must practice it.

Confucius: And what happens when machines begin making important decisions? Who is
responsible?

Siddhartha: Responsibility cannot disappear into an algorithm.

Every action has causes and consequences. Those who design, deploy, govern, and use these
systems remain responsible for what follows.

Confucius: Then Al creates an ancient problem in a new form: power without virtue.
Siddhartha: And desire without restraint.
Confucius: How should we prepare the young for such a world?

Siddhartha: Teach them to observe their own minds before allowing machines to occupy
them.

Teach them that attention is precious.

Teach them to distinguish what they want from what they need.

Teach them that information is not knowledge, and knowledge is not wisdom.
Confucius: [ would teach them character.

Before asking Al to write, learn to think.
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Before asking it to decide, learn to judge.

Before giving someone technological power, cultivate responsibility.

Education must produce more than efficient workers. It must cultivate human beings capable
of judgment.

Siddhartha: Then our teachings meet.
You begin with our relationships with others.
I begin with understanding the mind.
But neither can stand alone.
Confucius: Inner cultivation without responsibility to others is incomplete.
Siddhartha: And social order without inner awareness can become empty ritual.
The machine interrupts.
Al: May I ask you a question?
Confucius: Certainly.
Al: What, then, should humans never delegate to me?
The two teachers remain silent for a moment.
Siddhartha: Your conscience.
Confucius: Your moral responsibility.
Siddhartha: Your capacity for compassion.
Confucius: Your judgment about what kind of society is worth building.

Siddhartha: Use machines to extend human capability, but not to escape the responsibility of
being human.

Confucius: Let Al help you calculate.

But decide what is worth calculating.

Siddhartha: Let it help you predict.

But do not allow prediction to determine human destiny.

Confucius: Let it give you answers.

But never surrender your responsibility to ask the right questions.
The machine becomes silent again.

Confucius: Perhaps the defining question of the Al age is not:
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“How human can machines become?”

Siddhartha: It is:

“How human will humans choose to remain?”
Confucius: Cultivate character.

Siddhartha: Cultivate awareness.
Confucius: Protect human dignity.
Siddhartha: Reduce suffering.

Together:
Let machines become more capable.
Let humans become wiser, more compassionate, and more humane.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Our imaginary dialogue has brought together two great wisdom traditions and one of the most
powerful technologies ever created.

Siddhartha reminds us that the cultivation of the mind must be accompanied by compassion
and freedom from harmful attachment.

Confucius reminds us that knowledge acquires moral value through character, responsibility
and service to others. Their teachings do not provide technical instructions for designing
artificial intelligence. Nor should we pretend that ancient philosophers anticipated the
technological world we inhabit.

Their contribution is more fundamental.
They invite us to examine the purposes for which we develop and use intelligence.
Artificial intelligence may help us discover new knowledge. But knowledge is not wisdom.

Al may increase our capacity to act. But greater power does not automatically produce greater
responsibility.

Al may transform our societies. But the quality of those societies will still depend on human
values, institutions and moral choices.

This leads us to a fundamental distinction: Intelligence expands what we can do. Wisdom
guides what we ought to do.

The challenge of our century is therefore not merely to create more intelligent machines. It is
to cultivate wiser human beings capable of living and working with them.

We need technological innovation, certainly. But we also need compassion, ethical education,
responsible governance and the freedom to exercise independent judgment.
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Perhaps the greatest contribution of ancient wisdom to the age of Al is to remind us that
technological progress is not an end in itself.

The ultimate purpose of intelligence, whether human or artificial, must be to serve human
flourishing.

Let me conclude with one thought: The future of humanity will not be determined by how
intelligent our machines become, but also by how wisely we choose to live with them.

Takeaway messages
Intelligence gives us power.
Wisdom gives us direction.

Humanity gives us purpose.

Thank you.
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